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Residentzal D2sabilities of Medical Officers in Rural.Diatricts.-
Dr. P. M. LAFFAN read a paper on this subject.- Mr. WM.
THOMSON referred to the habit of signing tickets en bloc, and
mentioned the decision of the Local Government. Board in
their instructional memorandum of 1885 in these- words:
" Persons empowered to issue tickets for medical relief under
the Medical Charities Act cannot delegate that power to
others. Such tickets should not be signed in blank, and left
to be filled up by other persons." Yet recently the same
Board had decided, in the case of the Castlereagh district of
the Belfast Union, that the practice which they condemned in
1885 was not illegal. He called attention to the proposal in
the Local Government Bill to transfer the sanitary service ap-
pointments to the county councils, and urged the dispensary
doctors to consider the effect of this intended legislation.-
After some remarks from Dr. FINNY and the PRESIDENT, Dr.
J. W. MoOaR referred to the very unsatisfactory position in
which the dispensary medical officers of Ireland, acting as
district medical officers of health under the Public Health
Act of 1878, were placed, mainly in consequence of the orders
to sanitary authorities issued by the Local Government Board
under the Act in question, particularlyas regards the ques-
tion of salary. The duties required of the district medical
officers of health were irksome and onerous, and yet the Local
Government Board in 1874 sent a general order to the sani-
tary authorities throughout the country to the effect that the
salaries paid to the medical officers of health should not ex-
ceed one-fourth of the amount of their salaries as dispensary
medical officers. This objectionable maximal scale of re-
muneration was indeed withdrawn in name when the Public
Health Act of 1878 became law; but no material change for
the better was effected. Dr. Moore also alluded to the provi-
sions of the Local Government (Ireland) Bill, 1892, which
touched upon the interests of the dispensary medical officers
acting as district medical officers of health.-Dr. P. M. LAFFAN
replied.

REVIEWS.
A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE DISEASES OF WOMEN. By

T. GAILLARD THOMAS, M.D., LL.D., Professor Emeritus of
Diseases of Women in the College of Physicians and Sur-
geons, New York, etc. Sixth Edition, enlarged and
thoroughly revised by' PAUL F. MUNDA, M.D., Professor of
Gynecology at the New York Policlinic, and at Dartmouth
College, etc. London: J. and A. Churchill.

THE preface informs the reader that Dr. GAILLARD THOMAS
has been unable to find an opportunity to revise the fifth
edition of his well-known textbook, issued over ten years ago,
and that the task was undertaken by Dr. MUND1, who was em-
powered to change or omit, as he saw fit, although wherever
he differed from the author the fact was to be stated in the
text. The result of this editorial system is, on the whole,
satisfactory, the initials of the editor in the midst of the text
being a superior literary device to footnotes. It is reassuring
to find the author's own, initials appended to some para-
graphs, for it proves that Dr. Thomas has actually and not
nominally superintended the preparation of the new edition.
A glance through the pages shows a great improvement, in

the illustrations. Thuse the drawings representing repair of
the ruptured perineum are "executed according to the latest
improvements in --engraving, and contrast very favourably
with the ugly sketches which still lurk in British works on
gyneecology.' They,do' not make the parts look like, a bad,
iat, wood carving, and they faithfully 'represeat perspective.l
Above all they are instructive; they really show how the
needles and sutures are to be passed through 'the tissu'e's.
The anatomical drawings likewise deserve credit, though -the
pelvic sections may perhaps mislead the student as to the ree-
latons of Douglas's pouoh. Once it was the fashion to repre-
sent its reflexion almost at the level of the middle third of
the vagina; here the reflection is, on the other hand, indi-
cated as at a level far too high, i£we consider averages.
The pathological paragraphs are written in the fairest

spirit; the following sample (p. 653) will perhaps be sufficient
to prove our statement: " The late Dz. Matthews Duncan was

perhaps the most prominent writer to place the relation be-
tween the diseases of the ovaries and pelvic peritoneum in its.
proper light. He did so more or less from a clinical and p08t-
mortem standpoint, since he performed no abdominal sections.
To Lawson Tait is chiefly due the credit for having proved the,
correctness of Duncan's views on the basis of operations per-
formed for the removal of the diseased uterine appendages.'I
The statements about the characters of peritoneal fluid which
has been in contact with malignant ovarian tumours (pp. 101
and 664) are no doubt "well worth careful study," as the author
observes; but these words are in the last edition published in
1880, and since then " careful study " has shown that large'
vacuolating cells, which Foulis and Thornton once held to in-
dicate malignancy, have been found in cases where no malig-
nant tumour was discovered at operation, and where the Da-
tient survived abdominal section for, years. This subject has
been discussed by at least -two British writers for several
years, in association with papilloma of the tube, although at
p. 768 Doleris's recent case of that disease is described as
"probably unique."
The chapters on ovariotomy and allied operations have been

well revised. In writing on the ligature of the pedicle, it
would be well if authors paid less attention to fancy knots,
and took more pains to impress upon the inexperienced how
advisable it is to secure the vessels in the outer border separ-
ately. The paragraphs on removal of fibroid uterine tumours
show great editorial discretion, and Dr. Munde has made a
judicious selection of drawings. The lucid diagrams of Hegar
are to be found in this edition; they explain at a glance not
only how the uterine stump should be fixed, but how the
sutures should be* applied to the peritoneum. Dr. Martin's
drawing representing the line of enucleation of a large fibroid
is instructive, but it represents a process far more easy to.
write about than to perform. In' fairness 'to Dr. Munde, we
must emphatically mark the fact that 'he impresses on his
readers the extreme gravity of operations on fibroids.
" Laparo-hystereetomy sond not be-lightly undertaken, and
should certainly never be performed merely to relieve the pa-
tient of a fibroid tumourwhih does -not affect her general
health, and is merely inconvenient and unsightty."
The chapters on inflammatory diseases of the uterus and

vagina and all the passages relating to therapeutics are, as in
previous editions, well prepared and written on the basis of
science and experience.

ON THE SIMULATION OF HYSTERIA BY ORGANIC DIsEASE OF
THE NERvous SYSTEM. By THOMAS BUZZARD, M.D.Lond.
London: J. and A. Churchill. 1891.

THIs book was originally the presidential lecture delivered
before the Neurological Society in January, 1890, but, as we
are told in the preface, it has been materially added to in its
present form.
Like most of the writings of Dr. BUZZARD, this little work

is eminently practical, and its purport is to draw attention to.
the frequency with which symptoms liable to be looked-
upon as hysterical are found to be really due to structural
changes in the nervous system. To illustrate this difficulty
various classes of cases are discussed, such as a peculiar
myopathy characterised by atrophy and weakness of the
ilIo-psoas muscles,. Friedreich's ataxy, hysterical paraplegia,
and disseminated sclerosis, and such symptoms as absence of
the knee-jerk, the plantar reflex, the action of the sphinc-
ters, and trophic changes.
With regard to the behaviour of the bladder, which has

sonmetimes been made a crucial test between functional and
organic disease, Dr. Buzzard thinks that in hysterical cases
retenltion of urine is not an uncommon symptom, and that in
some cases the urine is occasionally discharged involuntarily,
and that ,this, condition is therefore not to be distinguished
from some forms of organic spinal disease. This opinion,
coming from a high authority like Dr. Buzzard, is of import-
ance, as many hold that incontinence rarely, if ever, occurs in
hysteria.

It is, however, to. the diagnosis of disseminated sclerosis'
from different forms of hysteria that the main part of this
book is devoted. There is probably no greater difficulty in
medicine than the diagnosis of- some cases of funetional
from organic disease of the nervous system, and of all cases
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those of disseminated sclerosis and hysteria are probably the
most difficult to differentiate. Several cases are heredescribed
which were considered as functional but which proved to be
those of disseminated sclerosis, and among the different sym-
ptoms of the latter, the two which Dr. Buzzard lays great
stress on are those of optic atrophy and nystagmus, although
he considers that intentional movements have a higher dia-
gnostic value than any other symptom.
The whole book is the result of most- careful clinical

observation, extending over many years, and the author's
great experience in these cases will materially advance that
most difficult question-which is of such importance both for
prognosis and treatment-the diagnosis between hysteria and
organic disease of the nervous system.

FORMuLAIRE DES MfEDICAMENTS NOUVEAUX ET DES MMDICA-
TIONs NOUVELLES POUR 1892. Par H. BocQUILLON-LIMou-
SIN. Paris: J. B. Bailli6re et Fils.

PETIT FORMULAIRIE DES ANTISEPTIQUES. Par L. A. ADRIAN.
Paris: Octave Doin, Editeur. 1892.

RECENT MATERIA MEDICA. Fourth Edition by F. HARWOOD
LESCHIER, F.C.S. London: J. and A. Churchill. 1891.

IN somewhat less than 300 pages, M. BocQuILLoN-LIrousIN'S
little volume thoroughly fulfils its intended mission; which
is to give a clear, accurate, and convenient summary of the
materia medica of recent years. There is a brief introduction
by Dr. Henri Huchard, physician to the Hopital Bichat, in
which he states that the author is entitled to our congratula-
tions and'thanks, and in this every reader of the work will
readily agree. Nearly 500 new remedial agents are described
with their synonyms, sources, modes of preparation, thera-
peutic properties, methods of use, doses, and preparations.
An exhaustive or complete description in this limited space
was of course impossible, but the author has shown that he
possesses the rare faculty of condensing and boiling down,
and he has shown that he possesses sound judgment in his
omissions. Debatable points are for the most part left out,
and in many instances he is able to give in a single sentence
all the salient points worth remembering in the pharmaco-
logy and therapeutics of the drug under notice. Our large
textbooks and manuals are getting more and more beyond
the reach of the hard-working practitioner, who often, after
reference to one of them, puts the book down in hopeless
confusion, feeling unable to reconcile the numerous con-
tradictory statements of different observers; but the author
of the present manual has succeeded in supplying to the
physician in the briefest manner all that it is really necessary
for him to know. The new antipyretics and analgesics, the
new hypnotics and the numerous antiparasitic agents are
clearly dealt with; one of the most valuable articles is that
on "Antisepsie et Antiseptiques," in which the relative,
values of the various antiseptic agents are classified and con-
trasted, according to the results of Miquel and Constantin
Paul; the experiments of the latter worker upon the relative
antiseptic actions of different substances upon the germs of
typhoid fever and cholera being fully given.

. ADRIAN deals exclusively with the various antiseptic
agents used in medicine, surgery, and in the department of
hygienic medicine. In a concise form he succeeds in present-
ing a fairly exhaustive view of the modern work done in this
department of science. The book consists of three parts, the
first 75 pages being devoted to the general considerations re-
garding antiseptics, and the relative values of the various
agents, ample justice being done to the results of La Croix,
Buchholtz, Koch, Bouchard, Martens, Behring, Paul, and
LUpine. This part of the work is illustrated by many tables.
The second part consists of an alphabetical list of nearly 100
antiseptic substances, with their preparations, synonyms,
and properties, whilst the third part deals in about 20 pages
with the important subject of disinfection. The work is well
done, and in the 200 small pages gives a great deal of valuable
practical information not to be found in any single treatise of
moderate dimensions.
Mr. LESCHER, in a little over 100 pages, gives a brief de-

scription of the numerous remedial agents? introduced within
redent years. The source of the various vegetable substances
is given, but the methods by which their active principles

are obtained are but briefly referred to. The description of
the therapeutic action of the numeroua drugs isg for th}e most
part too meagre to be of use to those not already familiar
with their administration, and in many instances it is mis-
leading. The value of this portion of the work may be judged
from statements like the following, which appear throughout
the volume. Thus, under Caffeine: "It first contracts and
then-dilates the kidneys." Again, under Adonis Vernalis, a
similar remarkable statement occurs: " It contracts the kid-
neys." Owing to the very large number of new drugs cata-
logued in this small volume, it will prove useful as a work of
reference for chemists and pharmacologists; especially as
notice is given of many substances little used, and which do
not obtain a'place in most of the textbooks.

TEXTBOOK OF COMPARArVE ANATOMY. Part I. By Dr.
ARNOLD LANG, Professor of Zoology in the University of
Zurich. London: Macmillan and Co.

THIS volume embodies the views of a distinguished zoologist
It is a translation from the German, by Mr. and Mrs. 3er-
nard, to whom our best thanks are due, both for the care and
accuracy with which the translation has been carried out and
for supplying the English student with a comprehensive
volume on comparative anatomy at a moderate cost.
The German edition was originally intended to be a second

edition of Dr. Oscar Schmidt's textbook, but in course of pre-
paration Dr. LANG found it necessary to rewrite the book
almost entirely. Part I of his textbook deals with the animal
kingdom, from protozoa to insecta. While dealing ostensibly
with the more purely comparative and descriptive sides of the
subject yet many morphological and theoretical questions are
introduced. These portions, distinguished by being printed
in small type, contain a mass of theoretical discussion not
found in other textbooks, and very impartially stated. Where
the author's opinions are advanced they are distinctly
marked as such. As a type of such portions of the work may
be mentioned sections on the morphological significance of
the Zaea and nauplins larvae. The various questions arising
from the study of the Phylum vermes, such as the influences
of parasitism, significance of stock formation and contamina-
tion, sexual dimorphism, etc., are fully discussed.
The first chapter deals with protozoa and the elements of

histological structure. The labyrinthinea and mycetozoa
are not recognised as belonging to the animal kingdom.
Coming to the metazoa, the coelenterates occupy chapter ii,
the porifera being under this group contrasted with the
cuidaria, a classification which to most modern zoologists is
inadmissible, remembering the now established fact of an
embryonic mesoderm in the former group. A new group-thq
Gastrteidae-is also added, comprising the gums, resembling
trichoplax and haliphysema. No mention is made of the
transition here suggested from protozoa to metazoa. It is
suggested that dicyemidse and orthonectidee are degenerated
trematoda, from whose life-history the typical trematode gene-
ration has entirely disappeared, the sporocyst generation
alone remaining.
Chapter iii comprises the platodes, these forms being re-

moved from among the vermes and considered as a separate
phylum. In the phylum vermes which occupy chap. iv. are
included the groups nematines, nematodes, acanthocephala,
annelida, rotifera, and prosopygia.
The arthropods are perhaps the best treated group in the

volume, the homologies of the crustacean appendages beipp,fully dealt with. An excellent account of the development
and anatomy of peripatus is given, and also a short discus-
sion as to its systematic position.
The sections dealing with comparative embryology-a sub-

ject which is every day increasingly studied-form a distin6t
feature of the work. The illustrations are many, and some of
them, copied from original memoirs are now fQr the fir$
time accessible to the majority of students. They are repro-
duced by a process which, although yielding on the whole
excellent results, yet leaves in many cases more detail to be
desired.
An extensive bibliography is appended at the end of each

chapter-a most necessary adjunct to a textbook of such a
science as comparative anatomy. The plan on which the
work is written follows that adopted by Gegenbaur in his
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treatise. A systematic review of each group is first given,
the individual systems of organs are then taken and treated
in more detail and comparatively.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
Post-graduate Lectures on the Medical Pathology of Tubercu-

losi. By GEORGE F. CRooKEz, M.D.Ed., Casualty Physician and
Pathologist to the Queen's Hospital, Birmingham. (London:
Baillicre, Tindall, and Cox. 1891.)-This little book is a kind
of summary of the pathology of phthisis and tuberculosis as
taught by various authorities in the last fifty years, divided
into four lectures, and illustrated by the author's own expe-
rience, which is apparently based on 147 necropsies of the
various forms of tuberculosis. The author furnishes two ex-
cellent examples of general miliary tuberculosis set up by
infection from caseous centres; one where the ulceration of
a caseous bronchial gland into a branch of the pulmonary
artery was followed by tuberculous meningitis and acute tu-
berculisation of both lungs, the case being complicated by
ulcerative endocarditis and embolic masses in the kidneys;
the other was a case of acute tuberculisation of the brain
meninges, the lungs, liver, kidneys, and portions of the in-
testines, and started from caseous bronchial glands. In this
case Dr. Crooke attributes the tuberculosis to bacillary em-
boli in the small blood vessels and capillaries, leading, we
presume, to extensive migration of the tubercle bacilli
through the vascular walls. Dr. Crooke lays great stress on
Maffucci's injections of sterilised cultures of the tubercle
bacillus in solid glycerinated blood serum, in which the viru-
lence of the bacillus is completely neutralised, and the results
rendered harmless. He quotes Cornet and Baumgarten
largely, but, while he does justice to the German pathologists,
he ignores many of the acknowledged English authorities,
and his own cases are too few to serve as a basis for sound
conclusions. The book also lacks three requisites, to wit, a
table of contents, an index, and illustrations, which last are
indispensable to works of pathology.

Memory; its Logical Relations and Cultivation. By F. W.
EDRIDGE-GREEN, M.D., F.G.S. Second edition. (BailliLre,
Tindall and Cox. 1891.)-The study of so wonderful a faculty
as that which, in the aggregate, we term memory, possesses
an invincible attraction for certain minds, and when the sub-
ject is presented to them in a popular and not too severely
technical form, as is the case in the volume under considera-
tion,the readers are likely to be many, even though the author's
method of reasoning maynot alwayscommend itself tothe criti-
cal student. Whether the memory is really, as the author as-
serts, a definite and special faculty, with a cerebral habitat of
its' own, must remain an open question. Very weighty
reasons are not wanting for the belief that it is, in varying
degrees, the attribute of all nervous tissue, and the fraetional
abolition of memory in association with specific lesions of the
cerebral substance, does not go far to prove the author's con-
tention. Less hesitation will be felt in accepting the view
that the brain is a composite organ, hence that " mind " is
the eoncrete expression of the working of a large number of
highly differentiated tissues with correspondingly distinct
functions. The author's arguments against the arbitrary
distribution of these functions, held by phrenologists to be
-shown by the outward conformation of the cranial envelope,
merely confirms what every student of anatomy must have
-inferred early in his career. Phrenology, to be even approxi-
mately correct, must extend to the whole body, for though,
like the brain, composite, the body, including the head, forms
a harmonious whole. The book is suggestive and enter-
'taining, and may serve the useful purpose of exciting curiosity
-rspecting a function the workings of which, however com
-plex, are not wholly beyond our ken.

BRQuRSTS.-Mr. James Graham, late of 71, Holland Park,
Kensington, bequeaths under his will: £3,000 to the London
Hospital (Whitechapel Road); £2,000 each to the West L n-
don Hospital (Hammersmith Road), St. Mary's Hospital
(Paddington), and the Glasgow Royal Infirmary; £1,000 tc
the National Hospital for the Paralysed and Epileptic (Queen
Square, Bloomsbury).

REPORTS AND ANALYSES
, AND

DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW INVENTIONS
IN MEDICINE, SURGBRY, DIETETICS, AND THE

ALLIED SCIENCES.

PICTET'S CHLOROFORM.
NOTWITHSTANDING the continuance of the discussion with re-
spect to the merits of chloroform purified by the Pictet process
of recrystallisation, very few data have yet been furnished
with regard to the chemical purity of the substance. This
week, however, Mr. H. Helbing and Dr. F. W. Passmore have
published a detailed report in the PharmacologicalRecord of the
results of an examination of about a dozen samples of chloro-
form Pictet, some consisting of absolute chloroform, others of
the purified chloroform mixed with more or less alcohol. The
absolute chloroform was found by the authors to possess a
specific gravity of about 1500.2 at 150 C., six determinations of
different specimens only varying between 1.500.0 and 1500.4.
Subjected to fractional distillation, the whole of each of the
samples distilled over about 61.10 C., and each fraction pos-
sessed practically the same specific gravity as the original
sample, thus proving that the preparation is constant and
homogeneous. Messrs. Helbing and Passmore remark that a
slight inodorous residue was obtained on evaporation, but it
never amounted to more than 1 part in 2,000,000, and gener-
ally was inappreciable in weight from 200 grammes, thus ex-
celling the best results recorded for commercial chloroforms
by Mr. D. Brown in the Pharmaceutical Journal last week.
None of the samples or fractions possessed any unpleasant
odour, nor indicated the presence of any traces of impurity to
chemical reagents. As regards the chloroform to which abso-
lute alcohol had been added, the authors found them to be
equally pure, and containing about 1 per cent. alcohol, which
reduced the specific gravity to 1489.0, and the boiling point by
about 1° C. These results show that the Pictet chloroform is
a very pure preparation, and it now remains for physiologists
to determine the advantages it may possess over ordinary
commercial chloroform in the production of anaesthesia. It
may further be mentioned that some experiments of Mr.
Helbing and Dr. Passmore indicate that the pure chloroform
is very stable, as specimens were kept under the most trying
conditions, in bright sunlight over sulphuric acid, for five
days before signs of decomposition were observed.

IMPROVED TABLE FILTER.
THE Silicated Carbon Filter Company, London, have sent us

a sample showing an improvement in
their well-known Silicated Carbon TableELCTSELF A 9
Filter. In the construction of this im-PYNSILO IRIN in c ntuto

ALO proved form the principal aim has been to
secure easy cleansing, together with
thorough impregnation of the filtering
medium with air. A constriction in the
upper glass or funnel secures the carbon in
its position under an inner aerated cover.
The section of the block shows the action

_/| o of the whistle cork, which ensures the
water passing through the greatest possible
thickness of filtering material. The water

tfi n its passage is filtered first through the
carbonised asbestos ring, which arrests the

*~_i grosser impurities; secondly, through the
granular silicated carbon; and, finally,
through the silicated carbon block in the
direction shown by the arrows. Each
time that the filter is filled, the air under

the agrated cover is forced by the weight of water through the
filtering medium, all parts of which can be removed, cleansed
by boiling, and replaced. It is, of course, very important
that this should be done periodically.

AN Exhibition of Electro-therapeutic Apparatus will be
opened at Milan in May in connection witi the Medic al Con-
gress which is to meet there at that time.


